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Sol ic i ta t ion  p r o v i s i o n  d e s i g n a t i n g  a par- 
t i c u l a r  room f o r  t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  b i d s  d o e s  
n o t  p r e c l u d e  hand d e l i v e r y  of a b i d  to  t h e  
h i d  o p e n i n g  room i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  room so 
d e s i g n a t e d ,  and s u c h  a b i d  may be a c c e p t e d  
i f  i t  is  t e n d e r e d  to  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  o f f i -  
c i a l  by  t h e  t i m e  se t  f o r  b i d  open ing .  

R r i t e - L i t e  Electr ical  Company, I n c .  p r o t e s t s  t h e  
V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  a h a n d - c a r r i e d  
b i d  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  b i d  o p e n i n g  room i n s t e a d  of t o  t h e  
o f f i c e  d e s i g n a t e d  i n  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n  f o r  receipt of 
b i d s .  W e  summar i ly  deny  t h e  p r o t e s t . ,  

The p r o t e s t e r  s ta tes  t h a t ,  u n l i k e  a l l  o t h e r  hand- 
carried b i d s  which were r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  room 
and t i m e / d a t e  s tamped,  t h e  l o w  b i d  was d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  
b i d  o p e n i n g  room and was n o t  t i m e / d a t e  s tamped.  Rrite- 
L i t e  p o i n t s  t o  s o l i c i t a t i o n  provis ions s t a t i n g  t h a t  b i d s ,  
to  be c o n s i d e r e d ,  mus t  be r e c e i v e d  a t  t h e  o f f i c e  d e s i g -  
n a t e d  i n  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n  and t h a t  t h e  o n l y  a c c e p t a b l e  
e v i d e n c e  o f  t i m e  of receipt  of t h e  b i d  is t h e  t i m e / d a t e  . 

stamp o r  o t h e r  documentary  e v i d e n c e ,  and s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
t h e s e  p r o v i s i o n s  p r e c l u d e  a c c e p t a n c e  of t h e  low b i d .  

The re  is no  merit t o  t h i s  p r o t e s t .  W e  have  l o n g  
r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  a b i d  may b e  h a n d - c a r r i e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  a 
b i d  o p e n i n g  r o o m  and may b e  a c c e p t e d  i f  t e n d e r e d  by  t h e  
t i m e  set f o r  b i d  open ing .  - S e e  H y s t e r  Co. , ,55 Comp. Gen. 
267 (19751,  75-2 CPD 11 176; 40 Comp.  Gen. 709 ( 1 9 6 1 ) .  I n  
t h e  l a t t e r  c i t e d  case, w e  d e a l t  w i t h  a n  a l l e g a t i o n  s i m i -  
l a r  t o  t h e  one  h e r e .  W e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  " b a s i c  pur-  
pose" of t h e  l a t e  b i d  r u l e  "is t o  p r e v e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
f o r  f r a u d  or  undue a d v a n t a g e , "  and t h a t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  
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of t h e  rule  is  s i m p l y  " t h a t  t h e  b i d  s h o u l d  be  i n  t h e  h a n d s  
of t h e  b i d  o p e n i n g  o f f i c e r  . . . a t  t h e  s c h e d u l e d  t i m e  f o r  
open ing . "  40 Comp.  Gen.,  s u p r a ,  a t  710-11. W e  c o n s t r u e d  
s o l i c i t a t i o n  l a n g u a g e  s t a t i n g  t h a t  b i d s  would be r e c e i v e d  
i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  room as  n o t i f y i n g  a b i d d e r  t h a t  "he  may 
i n s u r e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of h i s  b i d  b y  s u b m i t t i n g  i t  a t  t h e  
d e s i g n a t e d  room w i t h i n  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  t i m e , "  b u t  n o t  a s  
p r e c l u d i n g  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  a b i d  " t o  t h e  proper Government 
o f f i c i a l ,  w i t h i n  t h e  proper t i m e .  . . .I' 40 Comp. Gen., 
s u p r a ,  a t  711. C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  w e  have  c o n s i s t e n t l y  per- 
m i t t e d  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  of b i d s  h a n d - c a r r i e d  by b i d d e r s  
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  b i d  o p e n i n g  room. 
s u p r a ;  S a i n t  L o u i s  T u c k p o i n t i n g  and  P a i n t i n g  Co., I n c . ,  

See H y s t e r  C o . ,  
I 
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Moreover ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l o w  b i d  was n o t  t i m e / d a t e  
s tamped does n o t  p r e c l u d e  i t s  a c c e p t a n c e ,  p r o v i d e d  i t  was 
i n  f a c t  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  proper government  o f f i c i a l  o n  
t i m e .  See H ster C o . ,  s u p r a ,  where  t h e  h a n d - c a r r i e d  b i d  
a l s o  was -+ n o t  t i m e  d a t e  stamped. The r e g u l a t o r y  p r o v i s i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  t i m e / d a t e  s t a m p i n g ,  upon which  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n  
p r o v i s i o n s  r e l i e d  o n  b y  t h e  protester a re  b a s e d ,  permits 
t h e  u s e  of " o t h e r  documen ta ry  e v i d e n c e  o f  receipt" i n  l i e u  
o f  a time/date stamp o n  t h e  b i d ,  and i n  a n y  e v e n t  app l i e s  
to  mai led  b i d s ,  n o t  h a n d - c a r r i e d  b ids .  See F e d e r a l  Acqui- 
s i t i o n  R e g u l a t i o n ,  S 1 4 . 3 0 4 - 1 ( c ) ,  48 Fed. Reg. 41 ,102 ,  
42 ,178  ( 1 9 8 3 )  ( t o  b e  c o d i f i e d  a t  48 C.F.R. § 1 4 , 3 0 4 - 1 ( c ) ) .  
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The p ro te s t  is summar i ly  d e n i e d . ,  

of t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  
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